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POULSBO — North Kitsap School District is bringing back a school resource officer after

being without one for about five years because of budget constraints.

“We didn’t make a choice to not have school resource officers because we didn’t think they

were valuable, we had hit a budget clip like all the other schools did,” Assistant

Superintendent Chris Willits said.

The district had two of the officers at one point — from the Poulsbo Police Department and

the Kitsap County Sheriff’s Office.

When the district couldn’t help pay for the positions, the city wasn’t able to fully fund the

Poulsbo police officer it was helping cover, said Mayor Becky Erickson.

Now, the district and city are able to split the cost of a resource officer again.

The officer will be available by next school year and will primarily be stationed at North

Kitsap High School in Poulsbo, while assisting at other schools, including Kingston High

School, said Poulsbo Councilwoman Connie Lord.

The district will cover 25 percent of the $100,000 cost for the resource officer during the

first year. That estimated cost includes benefits, while the salary is in the $60,000 to

$70,000 range, said Police Chief Al Townsend.

The district will pay 37.5 percent of the costs the second year and half each year after that.

The police department hasn’t designated which officer will be in the schools, although it will

be an existing officer and another will be hired as a replacement.
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The decision to bring back a school resource officer follows multiple threats last fall in North

Kitsap schools.

One NKHS student was arrested in October after he made threats and revealed a “mental

kill list” to police.

A temporary resource officer was available at the school around the time of the threat,

Principal Judson Miller said.

Having a permanent resource officer could help catch and address problems before they

escalate, although it’s no guarantee incidents and threats won’t happen, Townsend said.

“I think if we would have had a school resource officer when the threats at the school came

out a few months ago, we might have been able to resolve that so the next day it was taken

care of before it became a bigger deal,” he said.

A month earlier, Kingston High School students reported a former student had made

statements about attacking the school.

Other schools such as Central Kitsap High School and South Kitsap High School faced

lockdowns and bomb threats last year, as well.

“We need to have police in our schools,” Poulsbo Mayor Becky Erickson said. “Please don’t

misunderstand, (students) are safe now, but we need to be proactive to keep them safe, and

that means having police in our schools.”

North Kitsap schools aren’t the only ones operating without a school resource officer.

While Bainbridge Island and Central Kitsap schools do not have the officers, CK has 10

unarmed school security personnel that are school employees.

Bremerton has one school resource officer from the Bremerton Police Department, a

position that was brought back about two years ago.



The South Kitsap School District has two officers, one from Port Orchard police who covers

the schools in city limits and one from the Sheriff’s Office who covers schools outside the

city.

The SK operation is similar to what NK had previously, where there were two officers — one

county deputy and one Poulsbo officer.

While Poulsbo officials said they would like to bring back a deputy to be a full-time officer at

Kingston High School, the county doesn’t have enough deputies right now, Sheriff’s Office

spokesman Scott Wilson said.

The Sheriff’s Office is working with Poulsbo police and the city about providing follow-up

investigations and questioning for schools outside Poulsbo city limits.

Four of NK’s 10 schools are in Poulsbo city limits — Poulsbo Elementary, Vinland

Elementary, Poulsbo Middle School and NKHS.

The school resource officer would respond to all initial calls. If any follow up is needed, a

deputy might respond.
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